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Braarudosphaera regularis BLACK, 1973 
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Fig. 10 - Braarudosphaera regularis sp. nov. 10) Holotype. Lower Gault, 
Mildenhall (H.962). SM 26407. x 3,500. 

Description: 

Diagnosis: A species of Braarudosphaera with large pentaliths having a regular pentagonal 

outline and bilaterally symmetrical sectors. 

Description: Well-pteserved specimens have an outline that approximates very closely to a 

regular pentagon, the distant angle being 108° or slightly greater. In the holotype the sectors 

are virtually symmetrical; in specimens with slightly asymmetrical sectors there is no consist

ency in the asymmetry: some sectors may have the distant angle displaced to the left, others 

to the right. The displacement is always slight. B. regularis differs from all other Lower Cre

taceous species in its substantially greater size. 

Measurements (in microns): 
d r s a 

Holotype: H.962 264{)7 16.0 9.0 7.0 108 

H.934 26494 20.0 11.2 9.8 112 

" 26501 19.3 10.2 9.7 114 

d = diameter of the pentalith, measured as shown; r = radius of the pentalith, measured to 

the apices of the sectors; s = radius measured to the distant ends of the sutures between ad

jacent sectors; a = apical angle of the sectors, in degrees. 

FARINACCI 1979 - X/27 



Remarks: 

This species resembles B. bigelowi in its pentagonal outline, but differs in the symmetry of its 
sectors. In B . bigelowi the distant angle does not lie on the central line of the sector, but is 
always conspicuously displaced in a counter-clockwise direction. In specimens of B. regularis 
which do show some asymmetry, the displacement is always slight, and its direction is random. 

Type level: 

Upper Albian. 

Occurrence: Upper Albian. In the Upper Gault at Mildenhall (H.934, H.962). 

Type locality: 

Gault at Mildenhall (Southeastern England). 

Depository: 

Collection of electron micrographs at the Sedgwick Museum, Cambridge. 
Holotype: SM 26407; pl. 28, fig. 10; from the Gault at Mildenhall (H.962). 

Author: 

Black M., 1973, p. 91; pl. 28, fig. 10. 

Reference: 

British Lower Cretaceous Coccoliths. I. Gault Clay, Part 2. Palaeontogr. Soc. Monogr., vol. 
127, pp. 49-112, text-figs. 39-51, pls. 17-33. 
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